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Congratulations to 
Sullivan for winning 
the t-shirt drawing  
last month. Bring in 
a note from your  
parents saying they 
received the Carson 
Times. Put the note 
in the green bin in  
Ms.Hall's room. Make 
sure your name is on  
the note. 

 

Rachel Carson Environmental Middle School  

 
 

Students have been working hard researching and planning for 
their science fair project. 

We are planning to start experiments next week. Most materials 
are provided by the school; your child will know if they need to 
provide any materials. 

We can always use help in the classrooms during this time. Many 
different experiments will be going on at the same time and 
more eyes and hands make for better and safer work. If you 
want to come in and help during the next two weeks, please do 
so during these times: 8-11:45 and 12:45-2:00.  

 Please remember to sign in at the front office before coming to 
the classrooms. 

December brings science fair work! 
 

Triumphant Tips    By: Emily E 

 
 Welcome back to Triumphant Tips! This time I’ll be giving you hints on how to keep 
your binder and lockers clean and organized.  
 
• Don’t put trash in your binder or locker in the first place. Recycle or throw away.  
• Have a place for everything. Some people keep binders for every different class, 

some like to have one binder with different folders. 
• Keep yourself organized by giving papers to your parents when they’ve been 

graded or they need to read.  
• Take home anything in your locker that needs to go home. Don’t wait! 
• Clean out your binder ever weekend or so. Take out anything that you don’t need. 

But don’t throw it away! You might have a test on it later. 
• At the end of a trimester, throw out anything from past units. 
• Keep any informational papers in a folder so you know where to look when you 

need to give it to a parent. 
• Clean your locker out too! You might want to keep extra supplies in their in case 

you forget.  
• Remember never to share your locker combo; you don’t want to have others 

messing with your stuff. 
• Keep only things you need in your locker. Try to keep it clean! (And take any food 

out after the day ends.) 
Hope this helps you out. If you have any questions about organization ask a peer or 
teacher for their ideas. Look for the next column; I’ll give you some great hints on test 
taking! 
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Has your computer been running slow? Try running a disk 
cleanup to help get rid of some unused programs. But don't worry if 
you decide to just skip the warning showing you all the programs that 
it is going to delete; you can always look in your trash can and they 
will be right there until you empty it.  

To find the disk clean up simply press on your start menu and 
go to al l programs in the far left column. There will be a folder close 
to the top that says "accessories". Then go to the folder that says 
system tools. In that folder will be an exe. (executable file) that you 
can click on that will take you to the wizard. It will ask you to select a 
drive; select your primary drive (the one you boot up with the default 
is the C: drive). After you select the drive you are pretty much on 
your way. It will process you through the cleaning and when you are 
done in theory your computer will be cleaner and faster. 

Micro Core Tech Tips   by Kellen M. 
 

1. NO CANDY Sold without student of the month coupon or high fives 
(only sold before school). 

2. NO reaching inside the window. We will have to close store down if it 
happens. 

3. NO banging on the windows because you may be able to break them. 
4. If you are not going to buy something then do not hang by the window. 
5. If you are going to buy something do not make us get stuff then on 

purpose change your mind and make us return them. 
6. We do not accept anything higher than a $20 bill. 
7. Please do not hang around the window of the store because then we 

cannot sell stuff to people who want to since you are crowding it and they 
think that you want to buy something but you really don’t. 

8. Have a wonderful shopping experience at the Five Oaks Student store. 

 

RULES FOR THE STUDENT STORE: Written by Rosen I 

 

At our SOLV site on Willow Creek, we are removing Reed Canary Grass 
(RCG) and planting more plants. We also have a science inquiry we will 
conduct at the site where students got split into different groups and had to 
do some research on how to remove the RCG. After that, we developed a 
question to test if it will decrease or remove the RCG. We will test our 
questions and see what is efficient against this invasive plant.  

We also have leaf packs to attract macro-invertebrates to collect 
some data on what kinds of macro-invertebrates we have at our SOLV site. 

SOLV Site Update   by Son V. 
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What made you decide to come to Rachael Carson? 
 "I requested to do my student teaching at a school focused in environmental 
science. I was lucky enough to have been placed here by Portland State 
University." 
 
What surprised you most about teaching our class? 
"I was surprised how welcoming the students were at first and surprised at 
how much I don't want to leave to go to Jefferson HS." 
 
Why did you decide you wanted to become a teacher? 
"I grew up with a passion and awareness for the natural world. At age five I 
told my father I wanted to be a veterinarian to save the Endangered Panda. In 
college I  realized being a vet wasn't for me, so I sought out other ways to help 
threatened wildlife. As an ecologist, I soon learned that saving habitat is the 
most important way to help the species. I felt that sharing and teaching others 
about the environment we live in is the best way I can make a difference."    
 
What do you think the most difficult part of teaching 
wil l be? 
"The most difficult part of teaching for me will be the juggle of time to get it 
all done..planning, teaching, grading, caring and having fun." 
 
Do you think school districts should have more option 
schools l ike Rachael Carson that focus more on science? 
"Yes, but I am biased and will say science is the most important thing we 
should be teaching."  

Interview of Mrs. Darlak  by Aaron 
 

Dear Scarlett, 
Its seems like everyone has their own clique, and I don't. How do I find out where I fit in? 
 From, 
 Left Out 
 
Dear Left Out, 

First of all, you need to be yourself. Even though you've heard this before and it may sound a bit cheesy, 
if they don't truly like you for who you are, then they're not really your friends. Your friends should love you on 
your worst days, and on your best.  
 Once you've got that down, experiment!  If you do best with a small circle of friends, travel from clique 
to clique and see if you seem to fit in with any one group. 
 But if you like to hang out with lots of people, great!  Make friends with all different interests, and I 
guarantee that you'll learn new things,  join new clubs, and the best part about fitting in everywhere is that 
you'll very rarely find yourself feeling lonely! 

Dear Scarlett 
 

  

  

Teacher Trivia: 
 
See if you can find out 
which RC staff member 
matches the following 
facts: 
 
*Grew up in central 
North America 
 
*Is a 'Tiger' 
 
*Is a 'Wildcat' 
 
*A big fan of sausage 
 
*Lives in rock creek 
area 
 
*IMaster organizer 
 
*Master crafter 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Good morning RC'ers, I'm here with our new math teacher Mrs. 
Clevenger. Quails may not know her because she is a Hedgehog 
teacher. I am interviewing her to help us all to know her better!  
 
Q: So Mrs. Clevenger how long have you been teaching at Five Oaks?  
A: Well that would be eight years including this one.  
  
Q: Did you teach at any other schools besides Five Oaks?  
A: I did not. 
  
Q: Okay, did you always want to be a middle school math teacher?  
A: No, I used to think I wanted to be an elementary school teacher.  
   
Q: What college did you attend? 
A:  University of Idaho and University of Portland. 
  
Q: What state(s) did you grow up in? 
A:  Iowa, Montana, Washington, and Idaho. 
   
Q: Which core number class do you enjoy teaching the most?  
A: um, I love to teach them all. 
  
Q: I see you have a book case in your room do you like books?  
A: Yes, very much. 
  
Q: What then is your favorite type of book? 
A: That would be Realistic Fiction. 
  
Q: What was your job before becoming a teacher? 
A: I was an office manager for a Japanese office. 
  
Q: What other countries have you visited? 
A: Lets see,  Island, Scotland,  England, Norway,  Germany, Italy, The 
Netherlands,  Greece, Egypt,  Tarlatan, China, and  Canada.  

EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW with Mrs. Cleavenger By Jordan H. 

Rachel Carson 
 Environmental 

 Middle 
School 

1600 NW 173rd 
Ave 

Beaverton, OR 
97006 

 
PHONE: 

503-533-1890 
 

 
E-MAIL: 

tammy_schrader@
beavton.k12.or.us 

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.rachelcarsone
ms.wordpress.com 

Field Trip Guide For Dummies! 
Things needed for all RC field trips include:  

• H20 
• 2-Writing Sticks 
• Dress appropriately 
• Lunch (unless your tells you otherwise) 
• NO ELECTRONICS (unless your teacher tells you otherwise)! 
• A backpack for your lunch and clipboard 
• Possible a snack 

 
Other rules that apply: 
• No gum even if you are still in school for the “site visit.” 
• No flip-flops no matter how cute they make you look. 
• Comfortable shoes are always great, even if you’re inside. 
• Don’t bring a dictionary or “Gone With the Wind” no matter how far you are into it! 
• Don’t carry other people’s lunches because it will be really heavy! 
• Complete your site visit homework on time or you won’t have a good IS grade. 

 

 



 


