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Upcoming Events: 

October 3: last of 
rotation #1 site visits. 
 
October 10:  no site visit 
– regular school day 
 
October 12: no school 
for students 
 
October 18-19: student-
led conferences 
 
Tuesdays 2:10-3:30: 
homework club in Ms. 
Hall's room. Open to 
everyone – arrange your 
own ride home. 
 

Rachel Carson Environmental Middle School 
Beaverton School District/  

Welcome to the first edition of the 
Carson Times for the 2007-08 school 
year. The Carson Times is written 
primarily by our Rachel Carson 8th 
graders. It is compiled by staff, 
copied by volunteers and sent out 
every month, usually the first school 
day of the month. 

 

The Carson Times is Rachel Carson's 
newsletter, written to inform and 
entertain. Please enjoy it. 

 

A brief reminder about various items: 

1. Your child should bring home 4 
printouts from their RC teachers on 
each Friday. This is the 
communication from the teachers to 

Welcome and Reminders 
from RC staff 
 

Sports Update 
The Portland Trail Blazers selected Greg 

Oden as the number one draft pick for 2007. 

Greg Oden brought excitement and revived 

rip city (Portland). Knowing that this year 

would be awesome, people bought season 

tickets. To their disappointment Oden 

announced that for the season of 2007-2008 

he will not be playing due to his knee 

surgery. Kevin Pritchard, the GM of Portland 

Trail Blazers, said: "Certainly this is a 

setback, but our future is still incredibly 

bright, is it disappointing? Yes. However, 

this is a great core of talent and players of 

strong character and will continue to be." 
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you about your child's academic 
progress.  

2. We believe that your child should 
be the first one to explain their 
printouts to parents. Please ask your 
son/daughter questions first and then 
have him/her ask the teacher. We 
want our students to fully understand 
their own academic progress and thus 
their printouts. 

3. Conferences are coming up on 
October 18-19. You should be 
sending back your preference for 
times. A postcard will come home in 
the mail to give you your specific 
conference time and date. Please 
know that conferences are student 
led. Your son/daughter will show you 
work they have done and then you 
will have time to talk to teachers. 

Though with Oden gone they still have a 

great team. They have obtained Steve Blake 

(PG), rookie Taurean Green (PG), rookie 

Josh McRoberts (PF), Channing Frye (F) from 

New York, and James Jones (G/F) from 

Phoenix. With all this young talent along 

with the prime young stars of the NBA, such 

as Lamarcus Aldridge, Brandon Roy, Sergio 

Rodriguez, and Jarrett Jack, incorporated 

with head coach Nate McMillan Blazers have 

a really bright future. 

 
By Luis P. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

"Kids can do amazing 
things when given the 

chance. " 

As many of you know, we have started our 4th year working on our SOLV 
site. The 8th graders went to the site last week and were asked to respond to 
different prompts. Several of their comments are listed below. 

"We have weeded, taken out blackberry, mulched, coffee bagged, staked, planted native 
plants, planted willow stakes, and watered.  From all of this, animals, native plants, and 
people have benefited.  The animals have benefited by having a cleaner environment.  
Native plants have benefited by having less reed canary grass and blackberry to battle 
against for survival.  Finally, the people have benefited by this because we get to learn 
about how to help our environment more, and others get to have a beautiful view." 

-Mike M. 

"The thought of an easy SOLV trip was unimaginable 3 years ago as we trudged home 
from my first SOLV visit.  Caked in mud, shoes soaked through I thought that SOLV was a 
place of torture.  3 years later as I look back I know that I have done an amazing thing.  As 
a student at RC and as a semi-environmentalist I have made a previously inhabitable area 
into a thriving field of native plants.   Personally the SOLV site has been an inspiration to 
me and I hope to be able to fit my environmental interests into my life as I continue to grow 
and new stresses are added. I think that getting people interested and involved in 
environmental matters is probably among the biggest steps towards a cleaner world." 

-Victor T. 
"When we first saw the SOLV site it was covered in Reed Canary Grass and the back was 
stuffed with Himalayan Blackberries.  We cleared, planted, tested, pulled, dug, chopped 
and worked to clean it all up." 

-Aaron R. 
"Clean air is a very nice thing to have." 

-Josh P. 
"What I see is the trees with its branches swaying side to side and supporting a home to 
the singing birds that seem to have a story to tell. I see the grass lying under the bright 
warm sun and never seem to care if it's too hot out. I hear the water rushing through the 
ground desperate to get to its home.  This is my picture." 

-Jonathan H. 
 

 
"Imagine this: reed canary grass swaying in the slight breeze and through it you 
can see the cool, glassy, water. Although blue-green is it’s real color-the water 
is just glistening, sparkling, and reflecting anything and everything over the 
pond. Adorning the opposite shore are bundles of green grass. Spiking out like 
someone gelled it there. A few feet back from that is an orchard of willow 
sticks and trees. So close together you can’t see beyond the minty sage leaves. 
But towering over the willows are four sturdy oaks. Three out of those four are 
on the right side, all of them are turning colors of red, yellow, gold, scarlet, and 
browns. But the lone tree on the left, tallest of them all, is a deep green. You 
can see light coming through the leaves as they too sway to the wind’s steady 
beat. But blanketing all these wonders of the world is a bleak, colorless, dreary 
sky. All together this picture makes the SOLV site." 

-Emily E. 
 
 

 

Rachel Carson's SOLV site on Willow Creek 
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What is it?  
A question box will be put in all of the 
classes. Students can submit questions they 
have about site visits or about science class. 
We will pick a few and answer them to the 
best of our ability. 
 
Sample question: What do we do at SOLV? 
– Mike M. 
 
Sample Answer: At SOLV we usually fight 
Himalayan blackberry and Reed Canary Grass 
and plant native plants so it is more diverse. 
We also check for water quality (don’t worry 
6th graders, you will learn how to use a 
LabPro soon) in the creek.  
 
We also search for macro invertebrates in the 
creek. Hope that answers your question,  
    Mike. 
 

 
  -Mike and Vineet 

Sample of Ask Rachel Carson 
 

 
By: Emily E. 

 
 Hey guys! Hope your having a great 
year so far. I’m writing this column so that 
you can have a successful and organized year! 
I hope you find my tips helpful and useful. 
 Our first topic is PE. The PE here is 
very different than in elementary school, and 
other middle schools. You have to dress 
down, deal with PE lockers, and so much 
more in one class! So here are tips, that 
hopefully you will find you can use! 
 
• Try to always bring your PE clothes home 

every Friday, so you can wash them over 
the weekend. 

• Bring a drawstring bag or grocery bag to 
tote your clothes back and forth. Make 
sure to bring them to school on Monday! 

• Keep a beat up pair of tennis shoes in your 
PE locker-that way you don’t have to 
worry about wearing your good shoes in 
PE, especially when it is muddy. 

• If you forget your shirt, pants, or shoes ask 
a PE teacher about what you might be able  

Triumphant Tips 
 

Work hard each day so you 

show your best! 
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• to borrow. They are there to help! 
• Write your name (first and last) on your 

pants and shirt, that way they don’t get 
lost. 

• Have any lotions, deodorant, hair brushes, 
hair accessories, extra socks-whatever you 
need in your locker to use before and after 
PE class. 

• You are allowed to take a shower if you 
want to. If so, take what you need with 
you. 

• Sometimes the weather varies during the 
day so you might want to have a 

sweatshirt, pants, or shorts for the 
weather changes. 

 
Look for the next issue-where I’ll be 
giving tips on field trips and how to 
stay organized! 
 

Random 
Facts 

 
1. 52% of 

American
’s drink 
coffee 

2. An 
anteaters 
tongue is 
over 2 
feet long 

3. Rats can 
last 
longer 
without 
water 
than 
camels 
can 

 
 

Science Bowl 
 Science bowl is a competition 
like Lego-robotics except it tests your 
science knowledge. Before the final 
competition, we study the science text 
books (yes, all three), but don’t get me 
wrong, it is really fun. At the 
competition it is played with 2 teams 
facing each other from schools all over 
Oregon.  Each player has a buzzer and 
they can buzz in to answer question. 
Some questions are when your team 
talks over the answer and then we 
answer. There are many other rules you 
will learn later, but for that you need to 
join.  
 
 Practice is planned for after 
school every Tuesday during homework 
club until around 3:00 but that may 
change. Please contact Ms. Hall if you 
are interested in being involved. We 
have not started practices yet. 
 
Hope to see you there 
 
   -Vineet P., 
former science bowler (it was fun) 
 Go to 
http://www.bpa.gov/corporate/education/
science_bowl/ for more info 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Beaverton School 
District By Mathew B. and Aaron R. 

 This article is about Benjamin 
Shepard a 6th grader at RC.  He died along 
side his Grandparents in a plane crash.  For 
those of you who didn’t know him you will 
learn who he is.  For those of you who did 
know him here are two new views. 
 
How Aaron knew him: 
 June 15 2007 was the last day of 
school for RC and we enjoyed it.  But what 
we didn’t know was on that same day there 
was a plane crash in which Benjamin 
Shepard passed away.  Benjamin was a 
promising 12 year old in Rachel Carson.  I 
knew Mrs. Shepard because she was always 
subbing for us.  I met Benjamin in math 
class, learned who his mother was, and 
learned just how nice and smart he was. 
 I sat next to Benjamin in the third 
trimester of 2007.  He was so enjoyable and 
had a contagious smile.  He was smart and 
kind to all those around him.  He didn’t take 
notice to anything mean and always was 
thankful to anything kind.  He respected and 
understood everyone and knew how to have 
fun and be competitive in a good way. 
 Benjamin’s dad was badly injured 
in a horrible car accident.  “He knew that 
everything would be okay though” as Mrs. 
Bell, his P.E. teacher, said at the memorial.  
It was amazing how much faith he had and 
how he affected everyone around him. 

It wasn’t until the memorial that I 
learned what I had in common with 
Benjamin.  He played piano and loved to 
build whether with clay or Legos.  He loved 
music and swimming all which I do too.  

Benjamin As We Knew Him 
 

We’re on the Web!  

See us at: 

www.rachelcarsonems.wo
rdpress.com 
 

But he was much better than me! 
He was an amazing person who just 

wanted everyone to be happy.  Once you 
knew Benjamin, you knew he would become 
a great person who would one day do great 
things.  But what you may not have realized 
was that he was already a great person and 
had already done great things.  Especially 
one thing we find so hard to do, love 
everyone, no matter who they are what they 
look like. 
 
How Matt knew him: 
Benjamin Shepard. He will be long 
remembered by most everyone in Rachel 
Carson and everyone that knew him. I didn’t 
really know him a lot, but I know he was a 
great person. He was in my humanities class 
in my 7th grade year. He was also in my 
swim team for Aloha a while ago, about 3 
years ago. Everyone knew him. Even though 
he was a small person, he was a very fast 
swimmer. In other swim teams, even some 
people knew him. They recognized him as a 
person who could swim, and a determined 
person to win the competition. The coach 
went to his memorial during the summer. 
There were a lot of people at the memorial at 
Five Oaks. Some of his classmates, teachers, 
and his friends went up to the microphone 
and talked about him. I’m glad that some 
people said some words for us to remember 
him. And I’m sure that he’s glad that they 
did that. Remember him and all the good 
things and accomplishments he's had. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A tree has been planted in front of the school for Benjamin Shepard. School 
staff are ordering a plaque for the tree. We will let you know when we plan 
to place the plaque at the tree.  



 


